Closing statement of the first conference of the Syrian National Council in Tunis

The Syrian National Council held the first conference of its General Committee on
December 17 and 18, 2011 in Tunis. The conference participants paid tribute to
the heroic Syrian people, who are unwaveringly pursuing its peaceful revolution
for dignity and freedom and thwarted all of the government’s plans to turn the
revolution into a civil war or another bleak scenario. The Council also called on
those among our people and in our army who are still hesitating and who have not
yet joined the revolution to do so. The Council discussed fundamental issues as per
the agenda and reached the following conclusions:

On an organizational and structural level:

The conference discussed and adopted the Syrian National Council’s political pro-
gram and the rules of procedure that govern the work and the relationships among
the various institutions. Using the resources it had at its disposal, the conference
restructured the Council’s individual departments in order to achieve efficient par-
ticipation of all political forces, as well as the force of the revolutionary movement
and those independent figures that belong to it, including stronger representation
of women in its institutions.

The Council emphasized its pursuit of continued efforts to unify the inner-Syrian
opposition and to expand nationwide cooperation and acknowledge it as the best
guarantee of the revolution’s success and the realization of its humanistic goals of
freedom and dignity.

On the level of domestic policy:

* The Council renewed its commitment to the decisions of the Syrian people and
the goals of its revolution, such as the overthrow of the entire regime including
its entire leadership ranks and the establishment of a new Syria as a democratic-
pluralistic state whose citizens all enjoy the same rights under the rule of law.

* The Council emphasized its obligation to recognize the identity of the Kurds
as an ethnic group in the constitution and to view the Kurdish question as part
of the general affairs of the country. It called for a solution to this question by
eliminating injustice and compensating those who have suffered, as well as by
recognizing the rights of the Kurds as an ethnic group within the framework of
a Syria that is united as a people and a territory.

*» The Council emphasized its obligation to recognize the identity of the Chaldo-
Assyrians as an ethnic group in the constitution and called for a solution to this
issue within the framework of the unity of the country.

* The Council underlined the necessity of eliminating discrimination against any
group in Syrian society, whether religious, sectarian, or ethnic (Arabs, Kurds,
Chaldo-Assyrians, Turkmen, and others), within the framework of a state with
equal civil rights for all.



* The Council committed itself to do everything necessary for the continuation
of the Syrian people’s peaceful revolution, including swift assistance to those
regions that have been especially affected, and for the successful continuation
of the »Strike for dignity« as a form of civil disobedience.

* The Syrian National Council and its institutions urgently appeal to the Arab
League, the United Nations, and the international community to quickly mo-
bilize for the protection of civilians and revolutionaries in secure or especially
isolated regions in Syria.

* The Council commits itself to the support of the Free Syrian Army in recogni-
tion of its commendable role in protecting the peaceful revolution of our people.

* The Council emphasized the necessity of mobilizing all forces to advance the
embargo against the regime at the level of the media, the economy, politics, and
diplomacy until the fall of the regime.

* The Council decided on its vision for the transitional phase and the foundational
principles of a new Syria; on this it is seeking a national consensus. The Council
called upon all Syrians to maintain solidarity and unity in the face of injustice and
oppression and to take part in the revolution and in the creation of Syria’s future.

On the level of foreign policy:

The Council emphasized the importance it places on cooperation with the League
of Arab States, the international community, and with international organizations
in order to realize the goals and decisions of the Syrian revolution, and it warned
of the regime’s constant trickeries to get around the initiatives and sanctions that
have been imposed upon it, highlighting that any possibility of giving the regime
additional reprieves must be avoided.

The Council also underlined that states and nations must meet their moral and
humanitarian responsibilities to our people, who are being subjected to serious
crimes against humanity; it emphasized that it is in the interest of all states to be on
the side of the Syrian people and not on that of the ruling, doomed regime.

The Council emphasized that the new Syria will work towards the restoration of na-
tional sovereignty over the occupied Golan and will fully support the legitimate rights
of the Palestinians. This new Syria will be a true stabilizing factor in the region, in
contrast to the oppressive regime that poses a danger to stability and to the nation-
state, which will result in international intervention in Syrian domestic matters. The
regime alone is responsible for the escalation of the situation in the country.

Greetings to the martyrs of freedom, whose souls have nobly and worthily ascend-
ed to their creator.

Greetings to the injured Syrian mother and the children of freedom, whose inno-
cent blood has been shed.



Greetings to Syria’s men, women, boys, and girls, who continue to patiently
endure, deserving and steadfast, until there is a victory over despotism and the
liberation from injustice and oppression.

Greetings to the Free Army and all free soldiers, corporals, and officers, who have
refused to kill families and children from their own people and country.

Greetings to the free brother nation of Tunisia, its president, its government, and
its people, who have hosted our first conference on the first anniversary of the out-
break of the Tunisian revolution for freedom.

Greetings to all peoples and governments that have shown solidarity with the
Syrian people in its revolution for freedom.

A thousand greetings to our proud people, who faithfully and unwaveringly pro-
ceed towards their thriving and radiant future, as God intends.
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