Closing Statement of the Kurdish Patriotic Conference in Syria
On October 26, 2011, the Kurdish Patriotic Conference was held in al‑Qamishli

at the invitation of the parties of the Kurdish national movement in Syria and in

the presence of more than 250 delegates, including high-ranking pioneers of the

Kurdish movement, independent figures of national importance, representatives of
youth groups and the participating parties, activists from human rights organiza‑
tions and from social, cultural, and media domains. The guiding principles of the
conference were as follows:

– Realization of the objectives of the Syrian people’s peaceful uprising in freedom
and dignity.

– Towards a parliamentary-democratic, pluralistic state that guarantees the rights
of the Kurds as an ethnic group.

– Recognition of the Kurdish people as an integral part of the country in the constitution.
– Against ethnic, religious, and sectarian discrimination, for a secular, democratic
nation-state for all Syrians.

– Against oppression and despotism — freedom for all political prisoners in Syria.
The conference began with the Syrian and Kurdish national anthems, followed by
a minute of silence for fallen freedom fighters. After this there was an opening

statement by the oldest and a greeting by the youngest secretary of the parties

of the Kurdish national movement. Subsequently a chairman was elected for the

conference. At this time the texts of the drafts submitted for a political report, the
political manifesto, and the Kurdish Initiative were read. This formed the basis of
the extensive debates with a wide variety of opinions that took place during the
conference. From these debates a decision was made to establish a committee

to reformulate these drafts and combine them into a single document. Additional

principles and resolutions are to be included in this document, the most important
of which are the following:

A. At the national level: The conference underlined that the regime is responsible
for the worsening of the nationwide Syrian crisis. Since the Baʿth regime came

into power in the military coup of 1963, it has practiced oppression, harassment,
and the deprivation of general and individual freedoms and has achieved neither

development nor economic growth. Poverty and unemployment have been on the

rise; corruption has spread. Despite decades of popular demands that the authori‑
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ties urgently implement democratic reforms, in taking a course of violent oppres‑
sion those in power have rejected every voice calling for democracy and a regard
for human rights; they have even rejected every demand calling for the improve‑

ment of living conditions. In the context of the Arab Spring, the regime’s approach
to domestic politics served to ignite the spark of the peaceful revolution, which

is demanding freedom and dignity and has spread to the majority of the country,

including the Kurdish regions. This revolution was started by the will of the people
on March 15. With the logic that there is no alternative to the military-police ap‑
paratus, the state has confronted the revolution with even more oppression and

murder; this situation ultimately provides a pretext for a dangerous military inter‑
vention from abroad.

The conference underscored that the crisis in the country will only be ended by a
change in the despotic, totalitarian regime, its organizational and political struc‑

tures as well its intellectual foundation; only through the dissolution of the entire

state security apparatus and the establishment of a secular, democratic, pluralistic,
parliamentary state that is based on political decentralization without any racism,

a state of institutions and of law that guarantees the same rights and duties for all
citizens will prevent a return to any form of despotism and totalitarianism.

The executive committee that emerged from the conference was entrusted with the
task of trying to reach an agreement among the ranks of the all-Syrian opposition.
Such an agreement is an essential element in changing the balance of power in

favor of the peaceful revolution of the Syrian people and implementing its legiti‑

mate demands. The conference firmly demanded the withdrawal of the army and

security forces from the cities and a return to the barracks. These powers must not
be used against peaceful demonstrations.

B. At the Syrian-Kurdish level: The conference was of the opinion that the Kurdish

people are an original component of Syria. They are living on their historic, ances‑

tral land and represent a crucial part of the national fabric of peoples in Syria. This
makes both the constitutional recognition of the Kurdish people as an essential

part of the Syrian people and as the second largest ethnicity necessary, a just and

democratic solution to the Kurdish question that secures the Kurdish people’s right
to self-determination within a still-existing Syrian nation-state. Further the confer‑
ence was of the opinion that a solution to the Kurdish question represents, on the
one hand, the beginning of true democracy and, on the other hand, a test for the

Syrian opposition, which is striving for a better future for Syria on the basis of the
principle that Syria belongs to all Syrians.
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C. The conference recognizes the Kurdish youth movement as part of the peace‑

ful Syrian revolution and praises its contribution to the promotion of the Kurdish
cause and the increased attention to the Kurdish question nationwide.

D. The conference underlined the need to guarantee freedom of opinion and

freedom of religion, to respect and to protect minorities in the constitution, and to
secure the rights of the Chaldo-Assyrians and other minorities as ethnic groups.

E. Regarding the question of dialogue with the regime, the conference — as part of
the nationwide Syrian opposition — was of the opinion that such a dialogue should
not be conducted single-handedly.

F. The conference resolved to dissolve all Kurdish organizational structures (the

Front, the Alliance, the Coordination Committee, the Political Council …), in which
the parties participating in the conference had united thus far. The conference
sees itself from here on as the Kurdish National Council.

G. The executive committee that emerged from the conference was authorized to

hold a dialogue with the various organizational structures of the all-Syrian opposi‑

tion and then to cooperate with those elements that reacted especially positively to
the resolutions and directions of the conference. The executive committee was also
authorized to suspend the membership of the movement’s parties in other organi‑
zational structures.

On the morning of October 27, 2011, the conference successfully concluded its

work. All those present agreed that the holding of a national conference with such
a broad scope and such a high level of responsibility in a form so well organized

was a first in the history of the Syrian Kurds. The conference concluded with the
establishment of an executive committee composed of representatives of parties

in the Kurdish national movement and representatives of nationwide social, youth,
civil rights, human rights, and women’s organizations. The executive committee

has the responsibility to continue the work of the conference seriously and faith‑
fully, hand in hand for the good of the people and the country.
Long live a free and democratic Syria!
Our thoughts are with the fallen freedom fighters.
10/28/2011
The Kurdish Patriotic Conference in Syria
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