The Kurdish National Council in Syria
Since March 15, 2011, the Syrian people have been fighting a peaceful revolution
for the end of despotism, the fall of the current totalitarian regime under which

Syria has been suffering for decades, and the establishment of a democratic, pluralistic, parliamentary state that is home to all of its members of differing ethnic
and religious-sectarian origin. Despite the high number of casualties, wounded,

detainees, refugees and the enormous economic losses that the country has had

to endure, the regime is maintaining its course of sending in the police and army

to deal with this peaceful revolution and thus driving the country into a labyrinth
of chaos and violence. By now the situation has become so volatile that serious

danger can only be avoided if a comprehensive solution is found that unites the

efforts toward certain fundamental goals, such as: the protection of the integrity of

society and the state, as well as the creation of a democratic system that expresses
the aspirations of all Syrians.

Against this background, the Kurdish National Council held a meeting

on April 21, 2012. At the meeting, the Council reaffirmed the resolutions of the
Kurdish Patriotic Conference in Syria, held on October 26, 2011, and adopted an
interim political program. The Council’s vision takes into account the potential

political effects while drafting a clear program in order to achieve fundamental

democratic change in the country. The Council proceeded with the firm belief that

the Kurdish people in Syria are an essential element of the Syrian nation-state and
with the intention of throwing off the yoke of despotism and realizing the goals

of the revolution — namely the establishment of a modern Syria in which there is
no place for coercion, injustice, or oppression. It adopted this interim political

program as a starting point for reaching an agreement with the other forces of the
opposition in regards to Syria’s future and a possible solution to the Kurdish question, as outlined below:

1. The Kurdish National Council in Syria emphasizes that it represents a large portion of the Kurdish people in Syria and gives voice to their ambitions and strives
toward a deepening and expansion of its relationships to other Kurdish powers

outside of the Council in order to unite Kurdish discourses, champion the rights of
our people, and realize the goals of the Syrian revolution.

2. The Council further emphasizes the freedom of decision for all forces in the

nationwide opposition, as well as the necessity to protect this freedom from the

consequences of conflicts of interest between the various regional powers. These
regional powers could potentially be negatively affected by the creation of a
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pluralistic-democratic system given that such a system would have effects on the
domestic political situation.

3. The Council further emphasizes the importance of the revolution’s peaceful

character and assigns responsibility to the regime for the fact that the situation
has escalated to the point that there are armed conflicts between the security

apparatus and the army on the one side and on the other side the dissidents who
have left these institutions.

4. Syria is a democratic state made up of diverse ethnic groups, religions, and

sects, with a parliamentary system that respects international law and international agreements, as well as the principles of human rights, the policy of the equality
of all citizens before the law, and the rule of law. It shapes its policy to protect its
overriding interests, the unity and security of the Syrian people.

5. The constitutional recognition of the existence of the Kurdish people, its iden-

tity as an ethnic group, and its language as one of the country’s official languages,
as well as the recognition of its legitimate rights as an essential ethnic group according to international agreements and conventions.

6. The Kurdish people in Syria is part of the Syrian people and one of the country’s

essential original ethnic groups. Its national movement is part of the general democratic national movement and is driven by the Syrian revolution.

7. Repeal of all discriminatory policies, decrees, measures, and laws directed

against the Kurds; elimination of the consequences and effects of the same; compensation for those who suffered and restoration of the status quo ante.

8. Guarantee and constitutional protection of religious and sectarian freedom.
9. Establishment of equal rights between men and women. Anchoring of women’s
rights in the constitution. A repeal of all laws that restrict women’s freedom and

advancement, as well as those that restrict the protection of women and children.
10. Development and just distribution of national resources in order to reduce

poverty and give sufficient attention to the regions that have suffered from dis-

crimination. Efforts to raise the education levels and living standards of all citizens
from diverse social groups and regions, especially in the Kurdish areas, who have
in the past suffered oppression and exclusion under several successive regimes.

Translated by

11. Renunciation of violence and respect for all international obligations and

agreements, as well as for the principles of human rights. The depoliticization and
neutralization of the army and security apparatus, decentralization of the state in

order to attain balanced and sustainable growth and reorganization of the admin-

istrative structure so that the interests of the residents of the affected regions are
protected. The share of income from the individual provinces to be invested in the

construction and expansion of infrastructure and development plans of the particular province is to be set by quotas.

12. A guarantee of the ethnic rights of the Chaldo-Assyrian people and the country’s other minorities.

13. Condemnation of the massacres and crimes against the Syrian people. Those
responsible are to be brought to justice.
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