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Graphic
Kurdish parties in 
Syria, 1957‒2011

© KurdWatch, December 2011

Kurdish Democratic Party in Syria (KDPS)
(Partiya Demokrat a Kurdî li Sûriyê)

founded in 1957

Kurdish Democratic Party in Syria (Left Wing)
[Partiya Demokrat a Kurdî li Sûriyê (çep)]

founded in 1965

party leadership: 1966‒1968 ʿUthman Sabri, 1968‒1970 Salah Badruddin

Kurdish Democratic 
Party in Syria 
(Left Wing)

[Partiya Demokrat a 
Kurdî li Sûriyê (çep)]

revived in 1970

1975 renamed:
Kurdish Democratic 
Left Party in Syria

(Partiya Çep a Demokrat 
a Kurdî li Sûriyê)

1980 renamed:
Kurdish Popular Union 

Party in Syria
(Partiya Hevgirtina Gelê 

Kurd li Sûriyê)

party leadership:
1970‒2003

Salah Badruddin
2003‒2005

Mustafa Jumʿah

Kurdish Democratic 
Left Party in Syria

(Partiya Çep a Demokrat 
a Kurdî li Sûriyê)
founded in 1975

1998 renamed:
Kurdish Left Party 

in Syria
(Partiya Çep a Kurdî 

li Sûriyê)

party leadership:
1975‒1991

ʿIsmat Sayda
1991‒1993
Yusuf Dibo
1994‒2005

Khayruddin Murad

Kurdish Toilers’ Party 
in Syria

(Partiya Zehmetkêşanên 
Kurd li Sûriyê)

founded in 1982

party leadership:
1982‒1993

Sabghatullah Sayda

Kurdish Democratic 
Left Party in Syria

(Partiya Çep a Demokrat 
a Kurdî li Sûriyê)
founded in 1989

party leadership:
1989‒1990

Sadiq Shirnakhi

Kurdish Socialist Party 
in Syria

(Partiya Sosyalîst a Kurdî 
li Sûriyê)

founded in 1977

party leadership:
1977‒2002

Muhammad Salih Gado

Kurdish Popular Union 
Party in Syria

(Partiya Hevgirtina Gelê 
Kurd li Sûriyê)

founded in 1991

party leadership:
1992‒1993

Mustafa ʿUthman

Kurdish Democratic Party in Syria (Right Wing)
[Partiya Demokrat a Kurdî li Sûriyê (rast)]

founded in 1965

party leadership: 1967‒1970 ʿAbdulhamid Hajji Darwish

Kurdish Democratic 
Party in Syria 
(Right Wing)

[Partiya Demokrat a 
Kurdî li Sûriyê (rast)]

revived in 1970

1983 renamed:
Kurdish Democratic 

Progressive Party 
in Syria

(Partiya Demokrat 
a Pêşverû ya Kurdî 

li Sûriyê)

party leadership:
1970‒

ʿAbdulhamid Hajji 
Darwish

Kurdish Democratic 
Patriotic Party in Syria

(Partiya Welatparêz a 
Demokrat a Kurdî li 

Sûriyê)
founded in 1998

party leadership:
1998‒

Tahir Saʿdun Sifuk

Kurdish Democratic 
Progressive Party 

in Syria
(Partiya Demokrat 
a Pêşverû ya Kurdî 

li Sûriyê)
founded in 1992

2008 renamed:
Kurdish Democratic 

Equality Party in Syria
(Partiya Wekhevî ya 
Demokrat a Kurdî 

li Sûriyê)

party leadership:
1992‒

ʿAziz Dawud

Kurdish Freedom Party in Syria
(Partiya Azadî ya Kurdî li Sûriyê)

founded in 2005

party leadership:
2005‒2011 Khayruddin Murad

2011‒ Mustafa Khidr Oso

Kurdish Freedom 
Party in Syria

(Partiya Azadî ya Kurdî 
li Sûriyê)

founded in 2011

party leadership:
2011‒ Mustafa Jumʿah

Kurdish Left Party 
in Syria

(Partiya Çep a Kurdî 
li Sûriyê)

founded in 1998

party leadership:
1998‒

Muhammad Musa 
Muhammad

Kurdish Democratic Union Party in Syria (Yekîtî)
[Partiya Yekîtî ya Demokrat a Kurdî li Sûriyê (Yekîtî)]

founded in 1993

party leadership:
1993‒2010

Ismaʿil ʿUmar (ʿAmo), chairman
2001‒

Muhiyuddin Shaykh Ali, secretary

Kurdish Union Party in Syria
(Partiya Yekîtî ya Kurdî li Sûriyê)

founded in 1999

party leadership:
2000‒2003

ʿAbdulbaqi Yusuf
2003‒2007
Hasan Salih
2007‒2010
Fuʾad ʿAliko

2010‒
Ismaʿil Hami

Kurdish Democratic 
Party in Syria 
(Provisional 
Command)

[Partiya Demokrat a 
Kurdî li Sûriyê 

(qiyadah muʾaqqat)]
founded in 1970

1972 renamed:
Kurdish Democratic 

Party in Syria
(Partiya Demokrat a 

Kurdî li Sûriyê)

1981 renamed:
Kurdish Democratic 

Party in Syria 
(el‑Partî)

[Partiya Demokrat a 
Kurdî li Sûriyê (el‑Partî)]

party leadership:
1970‒1973
Daham Miro
1973‒1976
Hamid Sino
1976‒1977

Mustafa Ibrahim
1977‒1978

Ilyas Ramadan
1978‒1996

Kamal Ahmad
1996‒1998

Nasruddin Ibrahim
1998‒2007

Muhammad Nazir 
Mustafa
2007‒

ʿAbdulhakim Bashar

Kurdish Democratic 
Party in Syria

(Partiya Demokrat a 
Kurdî li Sûriyê)
founded in 1981

1983 renamed:
Kurdish Democratic 
Labor Party in Syria

(Partiya Kar a Demoqrat 
a Kurdî li Suriyê)

party leadership:
1981‒1990

Muhiyuddin Shaykh Ali

Kurdish Democratic 
Party in Syria

(Partiya Demokrat a 
Kurdî li Sûriyê)
founded in 1988

party leadership:
1988‒1990

Ismaʿil ʿUmar (ʿAmo)

United Kurdish Democratic Party in Syria (Partiya Demokrat a Kurdî ya Yekbûyî 
li Sûriyê), founded in 1990  party leadership: 1990‒1993 Ismaʿil ʿUmar (ʿAmo)

Kurdish Democratic 
Party in Syria

(Partiya Demokrat a 
Kurdî li Sûriyê)
founded in 1975

1978 renamed:
Syrian-Kurdish 

Democratic Party
(Partiya Demokrat a 

Kurdî Sûrî)

party leadership:
1975‒1997

Shaykh Muhammad Baqi
1997‒

Jamal Muhammad Baqi

Kurdish Democratic 
Party in Syria 

(el‑Partî)
[Partiya Demokrat a 

Kurdî li Sûriyê (el‑Partî)]
founded in 1998

party leadership:
1998‒

Nasruddin Ibrahim

Kurdish Democratic 
Party—Syria

(Partiya Demokrat a 
Kurdî ‒ Sûrî)

founded in 2004

party leadership:
2004‒ 

ʿAbdurrahman Aluji

Kurdish Future 
Movement in Syria

(Şepêla Pêsrojê ya Kurdî 
li Sûriyê)

founded in 2005
party leadership:

2005‒2011
Mishʿal at‑Tammu

Democratic Union Party
(Partiya Yekîtiya 

Demokrat)
founded in 2003

party leadership:
2003‒2010

Fuʾad ʿUmar
2010‒

Salih Muslim 
Muhammad

Syrian-Kurdish 
Democratic 

Reconciliation
(Rêkeftina Demoqrat a 

Kurdî ya Sûrî)
founded in 2004

party leadership:
2004‒2005

Kamal Shahin
2005

Salih Sufi Biro
2005

Hurriyah (Nalin) Qanbar
2005‒

Fawzi ʿAziz Ibrahim 
(Fawzi Shingali)


